


FLORIDA VEGETABLES

LETTUCE: Everglades--Harvesting is active but slowing seasonally.
Quality is good with light volume available through mid-May.

OKRA: Dade--Rainfall boosted crop development. Harvesting is
active with a good volume available. Quality is good.

BELL PEPPERS: Southwest--Condition is fair to good. Picking is
steady. Quality is good. East Coast--Crop condition is mostly good.
Crown and limb harvesting of green Bells is yielding good quality.
Picking of red and yellow Bells is producing a light volume. Workers
are cutting strings, pulling stakes, removing plastic and mowing plants
on acreage completely harvested. West Central--The crop is in fair to
good condition.

HOT PEPPERS: Southwest--Crop condition is good. Picking
remains steady. Quality is good.

POTATOES: Hastings--Digging is active. Quality is mostly good.
West Central--Condition is rated fair to good. Harvesting is winding
down. Quality is good. Sizes are fair to good. Southwest--Digging is
finished.

RADISHES: Everglades, Lake Placid--Digging is active and is
expected to continue over the next seven to ten days. Quality is good.

SQUASH: Southwest--Crop condition is good. Picking is slowing
seasonally. Quality is good. East Coast--Crop condition is good.
Harvesting is active with a light volume of zucchini and yellow types
available. Quality and color are good with fancy and medium grades
available. Dade--Picking is nearing the end. Quality is good. Volume
is light with light supplies available for the next two weeks. West
Central--Picking of a light volume remains active. Quality is mostly
good.
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STRAWBERRIES: Dade--U-Pic harvesting is almost finished.
Plant City, Floral City--Picking is virtually finished.

TOMATOES: Palmetto-Ruskin--Crop condition is rated fair.
Harvesting is very active. Quality is fair to good. Sizes are variable.
Southwest--The crop is in fair condition. Harvesting is winding down
with most producers finished. Quality is good. First and second picks
are producing 5x6 and 6x6 sizes with some third picks not made due
to the low market. East Coast--The crop is in mostly good condition.
Strong winds caused some foliage damage in isolated areas. Wet
ground delayed field activities mid week in some localities. Harvesting
continued with good quality and variable sizes available. Dade--
Harvesting is virtually done with some pinhooking still active.
Quincy--Harvesting is expected to start in late May or early June.

CHERRY TOMATOES: Southwest--Crop condition is good.
Picking is steady. Quality is good. Palmetto-Ruskin--Crop condition
is rated fair to good. Harvesting is starting to slow seasonally. Quality,
sizes and color are good.

PLUM TOMATOES: Southwest--Crop condition is good. Picking
is steady. Quality is good. Palmetto-Ruskin--The crop is in fair to
good condition. Harvesting is steady. Quality is good. Volume is
increasing seasonally.

WATERMELONS: Southwest--The crop is in good condition.
Picking is steady. Quality is good. Palmetto-Ruskin--Crop condition
is fair to good. Harvesting is gaining momentum. Quality is good.
Sizes are medium with some large sizes available. Jefferson County--
Fruit is starting to set.
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